
 

Lutherans Restoring Creation Annual Report 2021 

Lutherans Restoring Creation seeks to incorporate care for creation into the full life and mission of the church, at all 
levels. This includes the areas of worship, education, discipleship, building/grounds and public ministry/advocacy. The 
synod Lutherans Restoring Creation team offers events and resources related to all these areas.  The team offered 
numerous opportunities throughout the year, most virtually to reach the entire synod, plus other in-person events in the 
greater Houston region. The team also creates a monthly article for the synod’s newsletter, and routinely posts creation 
care-related materials on the synod leader’s Facebook page. Virtual offerings included an Interfaith Panel Discussion on 
COVID, the Environment & Justice in January, lectures by experts on a wide variety of creation-care topics throughout 
the year, kids’ educational activities, self-directed education/advocacy/discipleship opportunities, book discussion 
groups, worship services and studies. In-person events included bike rides, outings in nature – with opportunity to 
practice nature-based spiritual disciplines, hands-on environmental stewardship opportunities, and a rain barrel 
distribution.  More details are given below. 

Educational Opportunities: Lectures 

 

The following lectures were offered over the course of the year on the theme Healthy Planet = Healthy People = Healthy 
Economy: 

• Being Healthy in a Toxifying World 
• A Healthy Planet is a Prerequisite for Healthy People 
• The Causes & Effects of a Healthy Galveston Bay 



• A Resilient Future for All Rests on Prioritizing the Most Vulnerable 
• Houston’s Transition to a Low Carbon Future 
• Hurricane & Flood Safety  
• Clean Energy: A Healthy, Affordable Solution for Texas 
• Why Insects Matter 

A virtual lecture series in August, Climate Change 360, included the following offerings: 

• Science of Climate Change: Causes & Direct Effects  
• Climate Change, Changing Disasters 
• The Federal Policy Landscape for Climate Mitigation & Adaptation 
• Climate Change Solutions Across Scales – from Personal Action to Global Transformation on Six Fronts 
• Health Effects associated with Climate Change 

Other lectures targeted faith communities, as well as individuals. These included: 

• The Houston Climate Action Plan & Faith Communities  
• Actions Faith Communities Can Take to Reduce Pollution & Pollution-Related Health Effects 
• 100 Climate Solutions for Houses of Worship & Their Members 
• Faith & Resilience: Spiritual Hubs 
• Going Renewable at Houses of Worship! 
• A Climate Action Plan for Faith Communities & People of Faith 

In addition to the above, a virtual presentation was given at synod assembly in May: Climate Change & the Church and 
an online review of the book, Wild Hope: Stories for Lent from the Vanishing was offered in July. 

Educational Opportunities: Classes, Discussion Groups and EcoChallenges 

 

Three in-person Kids Summer Creation Education sessions took place in Houston in July and August.  



The following online studies were offered twice each (spring & fall): 

• Faithful Resilience: A Study on Climate Resilience for Faith Communities 
• The Path of Hope: A Study on Climate Action for Faith Communities 

Two online book discussion groups, one for the Season of Creation and one for Advent, were offered, using wonderful 
books by Gayle Boss: 

• Wild Hope Book Discussion Group for the Season of Creation 
• All Creation Waits Book Discussion Group for Advent 

Another online discussion group was offered twice, spring & fall, on personal lifestyle change to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions causing climate change. Participants in this series, Living the Change, develop their own plans to meet the 
target set by scientists of a 45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.  

Opportunities for members throughout the synod to learn about, advocate for, and improve their own stewardship of 
creation were also offered through the online ecochallenges in October, July & April:  People’s Ecochallenge, Plastic Free 
Ecochallenge, and Earth Month Ecochallenge.  These are self-directed events where participants chose the 
environmental “challenges” they’d like to accomplish.  

Outdoor Opportunities: Hands-On Stewardship & Outings in Nature 

 

Hands-on opportunities to care for creation occurred via a Shoreline Clean-Up in Kemah, TX, two Interfaith 
Environmental Stewardship Events at the Willow Waterhole Greenspace in Houston, two Native Plant Pollinator Garden 
“Parties” in Houston, and participation in two bike rides that benefit local environmental non-profits, Bike Around the 
Bay in Baytown, TX (which benefits the Galveston Bay Foundation) and the Park to Port Ride (which benefits the 
Hermann Park Conservancy in Houston). Rain barrels were distributed in Houston, which offered another opportunity to 
care for creation. 



Three Outings in Nature were offered, two in spring and one in fall, with practice of nature-based spiritual disciplines.  
Outings took place at the Houston Botanic Garden, and the Armand Bayou Nature Center in Pasadena, TX.  

Worship, Devotional & Other Opportunities 

Virtual worship opportunities included a Vespers for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation in September and a 
Creation-Focused Worship Service for Earth Day in April. 

Daily devotionals for use during the U.N. Climate Conference were distributed in Houston in October, and made 
available electronically as well.  Materials on bikeways in Houston and the Houston public transit systems were 
distributed at an in-person event in November. 

Creation-focused devotions, prayers, Bible verses, eco-tips, quotes from notable Christians, events, advocacy 
opportunities & more were posted to the synod Leader’s Facebook.  And, the weekly listing of Opportunities to Enjoy, 
Learn About, and Care For God’s Good Creation in the greater Houston region – the most comprehensive listing of its 
kind - was published online each week.  

Contact Lisa Brenskelle at gcs.lrc@gmail.com for more information on how to get engaged with the synod Lutherans 
Restoring Creation Team. 

 


