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The Gulf Coast Synod has been accompanying 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Central African Republic (ELC-CAR) since the 
late 1990s, when missionaries from our synod 
worked in CAR.  Rev. Boyd Faust served there 
from 1995 to 2000 and Rev. Andrew and 
Barbara Hinderlie, from 1997-2002.  
Throughout that time until now, the Central 
African Republic (CAR) has experienced many 
periods of instability. In 2002 there was a 
coup, requiring the Hinderlies to be 
evacuated. 



Since 2013, the ELCA has not felt it safe 
to place missionaries within CAR. In 
spite of a peace agreement signed with 
the rebels a few years ago, a large part 
of the country is still controlled by 
various rebel groups.  As regional 
representatives Anne and Willie Langdji
(based in Cameroon) wrote in their 
February newsletter: “There are 
pockets of peace and security, but even 
in those areas it is fragile."
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In recent months, representatives of the international 
partners of the ELC-CAR—the ELCA, church bodies in 
Germany and Denmark, and the Lutheran World 
Federation, have been holding online meetings with 
the leadership of the church in CAR in order to see how 
all can work together to navigate the difficult road 
ahead for CAR.  Please pray that these meetings 
continue to be productive and that the partnerships 
will flourish.



Installation of 
Rev. NGOE

Rev. Joseph NGOE, the 
president (bishop) of the ELC-
CAR, was elected and installed 
last year.  He has been very 
communicative with the U.S. 
partner synods, sending us 
emails about in-country 
problems and even 
acknowledging our difficulties at 
the time of last year’s freeze. 



Pastors gathering
This spring, President NGOE is organizing a retreat for pastors in a town near the Cameroon 
border.  The retreat will include a commemoration of the first ordination of a Lutheran pastor 
in CAR in 1955.  



100th

Anniversary 
in 2023

• In 2023, the ELC-CAR will celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the 
coming of Lutheran missionaries to 
CAR and Cameroon.  Despite the 
challenges CAR lives with, through 
the strong leadership of President 
NGOE, ministry continues in a 
variety of ways within CAR.  We are 
grateful to continue to partner with 
them.



Emmanuel Health 
Center at Gallo

This year, our synod sent humanitarian 
relief funds through Lutheran Partners 
in Global Ministry and the Lutheran 
World Federation for people displaced 
from their homes in areas where the 
church is a presence.  We also 
supported the Emmanuel Health 
Center at Gallo through Global Health 
Ministries. 



Displaced People waiting for sleeping mats and 
supplies
Over the years, our partnership with CAR Lutherans has helped the church sustain its ministries which include a 
seminary, a Bible school, two health centers, village schools, a women’s center, and others.  In 2021, our synod 
collected almost $33,000 for CAR  and strives for that as well this year.  Our CAR team wishes to thank all 
congregations, groups and individuals who contributed funds for the ELC-CAR.  It is crucial that we continue to support 
the members, clergy and lay leaders and programs of CAR Lutherans by accompanying them in prayer and offerings. 



Running to get a seat



Mushroom Season
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